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REMOVAL

!! 1997 | 20%
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander
children removed by child protection
authorities, and in 2015, it was 35%.
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LACK OF
SUPPORT

In 2014-15, only 17% of overall child protection
funding was invested in support services for children

and their families. The bulk of spending is
in reacting to problems rather
than solving them.
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Rate of child protection notifications

Rate of children substantiated on grounds of abuse or neglect
Rate of children removed by child protection authorities
Access to early childhood education

Investment in early intervention

Access to intensive family support services

Children placed in kinship care

Legislation for Aboriginal participation

Aboriginal peak and commissioner

Aboriginal families involved in decisions
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Percentage of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children placed with
kin or other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander carers in Australia
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While kinship care, with its strong potential for maintaining cultural, community and family ties, is the best option for ensuring
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children maintain an understanding of their history, connection and identity, it has been
consistently decreasing in recent years.
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For children who are removed by child protection authorities, it is important Q’a

that they have stable, healthy relationships that nurture their identity.

We must ensure that children are either placed with or supported to
safely return to their families after removal. Increased safe reunification
alone could most dramatically reduce over-representation.

Australia does not have any available data on this important issue.



