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AUSTRALIA CELEBRATES NATIONAL ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER
CHILDREN’S DAY 2021
‘PROUD IN CULTURE, STRONG IN SPIRIT’

SNAICC — National Voice for our Children, is proud to celebrate National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Children’s Day (Children’s Day) on 4 August.

As the national peak body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, the theme for this year’s Children’s Day
is: ‘Proud in culture, strong in spirit’.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families and communities have provided love and care for their children, growing
them up strong and safe in their cultural traditions, for thousands of generations.

For our children, safety, wellbeing and development are closely linked to the strengths of their connections with family,
community, culture, language, and Country.

SNAICC CEO Catherine Liddle is a proud Arrernte/Luritja woman; “When | was a young girl growing up out bush, we
used to lay out under the stars in our swags and see the story of the Seven Sisters,” Ms Liddle said.

“Growing up with these stories, immersed in my Country, my culture, was so important for me understanding who |
am. Connecting to culture makes our kids proud and strong, ready to face a hopeful future.

“Our songlines have been passed down from generation to generation, and we want all Australians to learn our stories
—and for our children to feel proud about the rich culture that has endured for millennia.”

Since 1988, 4 August was chosen to communally celebrate the birthdays of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people taken from their families at a young age — the Stolen Generations.

Children’s Day is a chance for all Australians to celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander stories, language and
the rich cultures of all First Nations Australians.

To celebrate Children’s Day, events and celebrations are taking place across the country from 4 August in early years
services, schools, communities, as well as online and at home.

“SNAICC has delivered more than 15,000 Children’s Day resources across Australia to remote communities as well
as cities and regions in all states and territories. And this year, we are proud to hear the Solomon Islands have
embraced National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day.

“It has been a challenging year for many of our children and families, and Children’s Day provides an opportunity for
us to acknowledge the strengths of our culture and communities — and most importantly the strong spirit of our
children who will uphold Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander traditions for generations to come.”

— Catherine Liddle, SNAICC CEO
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Further information
Watch a video of Catherine Liddle telling her story of the Seven Sisters.

Our official Children’s Day video features children from the Nikinpa Aboriginal Child and Family Centre and was filmed
by Wayne Quilliam on the Traditional Lands of the Awabakal people. And you can watch videos from SNAICC’s
Aboriginal-led early years member services from across the country at aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/childrens-day-
2021

Find out more about National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day 2021 at:
aboriginalchildrensday.com.au

Follow SNAICC on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram

Don’t forget to share your own celebration by tagging @SNAICC and using the hashtags: #ProudInCulture
#StrongInSpirit #NATSIChildrensDay

For interviews and more information about events, please contact:
Jo Cackett

SNAICC Communications
media@snaicc.org.au; 0474 727506

About SNAICC - National Voice for our Children:

SNAICC — National Voice for our Children is the national non-governmental peak body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children. We work for the fulfilment of the rights of our children, in particular to ensure their safety,
development and wellbeing.

Founded in 1981, SNAICC was called Secretariat of National Aboriginal and Islander Child Care until it was changed
to SNAICC — National Voice for our Children.

Over the past 40 years SNAICC has achieved key milestones in policy development at state, territory and federal
levels and developed innovative and useful resources for the sector.

SNAICC is governed by an influential Board of Directors made up of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community-
controlled children and family services.
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