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ABORIGINAL-LED SOLUTIONS TO CLOSE THE GAP FOR FIRST
NATIONS CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

On National Close the Gap Day, SNAICC continues our call for governments to
invest in strengthening Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander-led solutions that put
First Nations children and families front and centre.

As outlined in the Closing the Gap 2021 campaign report Leadership and legacy
through crises: keeping our mob safe, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
are best placed to care for our communities.

“The response to COVID-19 by the First Nations community-controlled sector
highlighted to the broader community the effectiveness of Indigenous-led solutions
and practice,” says SNAICC CEO Catherine Liddle.

“This is something that is known to our communities and has been evidenced for a
very long time. Yet investment into this sector to do this work remains a challenge.

“The National Agreement on Closing the Gap offers an opportunity to redress this.
But it requires a genuine partnership that recognises the findings in today’s report.

“To invest in our children’s future, we must remove the barriers that impact their early
years, and for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children that is ensuring they are
in an environment that is culturally-safe that offers wraparound support for our
families.”

As a member of the Coalition of Peaks with more than 50 other peak organisations,
SNAICC commends the new National Agreement on Closing the Gap, but there is
still a lot of hard work to do.

As reflected in the Close the Gap campaign report, and as The Family Matters
Report 2020 highlights, the number of our children in out-of-home care continues to
rise.

SNAICC is working closely with governments to ensure Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children are at the forefront of the Closing the Gap shared decision-making
process.

By consulting with communities across the nation to inform the 10-year successor
plan to the National Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children, we are working



towards turning the tide on the over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children in out-of-home care by 45% by 2031 — a new Closing the Gap
target.

Another new target is set to ensure Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children are
developmentally on track against the Australian Early Development Census (AEDC)
to 55% by 2031, which is currently at 35%.

By investing in Aboriginal-led early childhood education and care, we are setting the
path for our children to have the best start in life.
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About SNAICC - National Voice for our Children:

SNAICC — National Voice for our Children is the national non-governmental peak
body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. We work for the fulfilment of
the rights of our children, in particular to ensure their safety, development and
wellbeing.

Founded in 1981, SNAICC was established to engage in activities that promote and
accommodate a strong voice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and
their families.

Over the past 30 years SNAICC'’s efforts has resulted in many key milestones and
achievements both in policy developments at state, territory and federal levels and
in developing innovative and useful resources for the sector.

SNAICC is governed by an influential Board of Directors made up of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander community-controlled children and family services.
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