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AUSTRALIA CELEBRATES OUR ELDERS OF TOMORROW ON
NATIONAL ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER
CHILDREN’S DAY 2020

SNAICC — National Voice for our Children, is proud to celebrate National Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day (Children’s Day) on 4 August.

As the national peak body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, our theme for
Children’s Day 2020 is: We are the Elders of tomorrow, hear our voice.

Our Elders are the holders of traditional knowledge, working to uphold the rights and improve
the lives of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Our Elders are often called upon
to provide reassurance, comfort and hope, especially in times of uncertainty.

“Passing on our traditions from generation to generation over thousands of years is why
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures are some of the oldest on earth,” said SNAICC
Chair, Muriel Bamblett — a proud Yorta Yorta and Dja Dja Wurrun woman.

“We want to celebrate the unique knowledge and wisdom of our peoples, starting in
childhood. Our children are future custodians of our cultures, and it is essential that their
voices are heard today if they are to become the leaders of tomorrow.”

Since 1988, 4 August was chosen to communally celebrate the birthdays of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people taken from their families at a young age — the Stolen
Generations.

This year, our Children’s Day video features young Wurundjeri and Kalkadoon warrior Jedda
with Wurundjeri Elder Aunty Di, and voices of our children from across Australia.

“Like Jedda, we want our children to grow up strong, proud of their identities,” said SNAICC
CEO, Richard Weston, who understands the importance of healing for our children.

“Now is the time more than ever to support our young people as we navigate new challenges
such as the COVID-19 pandemic, climate change and our fight for justice.”

Children’s Day is a chance for all Australians to celebrate and embrace Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander cultures and show our support for our children, families and communities.

More than 600 events and celebrations are taking place across the country in early years
services, schools, communities and at home. SNAICC delivered 15,000 Children’s Day
resources across Australia, to remote communities on the Tiwi and Torres Strait Islands,
Arnhem Land and Western Australia, as well as cities and regions in all states and territories.

“From storytelling with Elders, bush medicine and craft making to flag raising, yarning circles
and more, we encourage all Australians to find innovative ways to embrace this special day to
support our children — the Elders of tomorrow.”

— Adjunct Professor Muriel Bamblett, SNAICC Chairperson


https://aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/images-and-videos/

Find out more about National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day 2020 at:
aboriginalchildrensday.com.au

For interviews with SNAICC national and state-based spokespeople, and more
information about events, please contact:

Jo Cackett
SNAICC Communications
media@snaicc.org.au; 0474 727506

About SNAICC - National Voice for our Children:

SNAICC — National Voice for our Children is the national nhon-governmental peak body for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. We work for the fulfilment of the rights of our
children, in particular to ensure their safety, development and wellbeing.

Founded in 1981, SNAICC was called Secretariat of National Aboriginal and Islander Child
Care until it was changed to SNAICC — National Voice for our Children.

Over the past 30 years SNAICC has achieved key milestones in policy development at state,
territory and federal levels and developed innovative and useful resources for the sector.

SNAICC is governed by an influential Board of Directors made up of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander community-controlled children and family services.
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