SNAICC
National Voice for our Children
(Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Corporation)

L 17, Melb Polytechnic (Colli d)
S NAI C C 2§Vgtter St‘ie;ume olytechnic (Collingwoo

National Voice for our Children Collingwood VIC 3066

20 May 2019

SNAICC URGES NEW MORRISON GOVERNMENT TO
PRIORITISE STRATEGY FOR ABORIGINAL AND TORRES
STRAIT ISLANDER CHILDREN

SNAICC congratulates the returning Coalition Government, and is ready to work
alongside a new Indigenous Affairs Minister and Social Services Minister to prioritise
better outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children.

We believe that this most urgently requires a national strategy, with generational
targets, to eliminate over-representation of our children in out-of-home care and
address the causes of child removal, as well as ensure all Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander children have adequate access to quality education in the early years
of their lives.

“The complexity and depth of the issue — spanning both federal and state
government powers — requires a holistic national strategy if we are to make any real
dents,” said Muriel Bamblett, SNAICC Chairperson. “The incoming Federal
Government has a responsibility to demonstrate commitment and leadership by
starting this process, premised on the principles of self-determination and partnership
agreed under the Closing the Gap refresh process.

“We need to see better commitment from our federal leaders to break the cycle of
trauma for our children and families, and support evidence-based, community-led
solutions.

“So many Aboriginal children aren’t able to access early years education, which is
such a crucial time in their education journey. It’s clearly an area that Australia should
and must be doing better.

“There are over 17,000 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in out-of-home
care at this very minute, having been removed from their families; there’s no denying
that’s a national crisis,” said Ms Bamblett. “Through the Closing the Gap refresh, the
government has shown a clear desire to work with communities to address this crisis,
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and we’re hopeful that a strong relationship with a new minister can produce some
real change for our children and families.”

This week SNAICC is leading the Family Matters campaign National Week of Action,
to raise awareness of the causes and solutions to the over-representation of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in the out-of-home care system.

Throughout the National Week of Action, from 20-26 May, child welfare organisations
and individual supporters from across the country are encouraged to play their part in
raising awareness about the escalating number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children being removed from family.

“Family Matters seeks to foster an environment where there is wellbeing, safety and
stability for all children,” said Ms Bamblett. “For Aboriginal children this means
fostering a greater sense of belonging by growing up in family and community, and in
a society that respects and values who they are as Aboriginal people.”

In the lead up to both the federal election and the National Week of Action, SNAICC
has clearly identified key components of the national strategy for the new Federal
Government. Chief amongst these are:
* increased investment in family support and reunification services;
* aframework for expansion and development of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander community-controlled sector; and
* a specific program to increase coverage of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander
early education and care services in areas of low access and high
vulnerability.

ENDS/

For more information please visit www.snaicc.org.au or, to organise an interview with
SNAICC Chairperson Muriel Bamblett, contact:

Daniel Kovacevic, Communications Coordinator
daniel.kovacevic@snaicc.org.au (03) 9489 8099 / 0431 767 363
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About SNAICC - National Voice for our Children:

SNAICC — National Voice for our Children is the national non-governmental peak
body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. We work for the fulfilment of
the rights of our children, in particular to ensure their safety, development and well-
being.

Founded in 1981, SNAICC was established to engage in activities that promote and
accommodate a strong voice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and
their families.

Over the past 30 years SNAICC’s efforts has resulted in many key milestones and
achievements both in policy developments at state, territory and federal levels and in
developing innovative and useful resources for the sector.

SNAICC is governed by an influential Board of Directors made up of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander community-controlled children and family services.
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