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27 March 2019 
 
SNAICC TO PROVIDE VOICE FOR ABORIGINAL AND TORRES 
STRAIT ISLANDER CHILDREN THROUGH NEW CLOSING THE 

GAP JOINT COUNCIL 
 
 
SNAICC – National Voice for our Children, the national peak body for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children, will play a vital role in progressing the rights of 
children over the next ten years through the Joint Council on Closing the Gap. 
 
The establishment of the Joint Council is a significant, historic moment in the 
relationship between governments and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, 
working in genuine collaboration to deliver greater outcomes for First Australians. 
 
The Joint Council is the outcome of a formal partnership agreement between the 
Federal Government, states, territories, and the National Coalition of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peak Organisations, a group of 40 community-controlled 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peak bodies. 
 
The Joint Council will play the important role of finalising the refresh of the Closing 
the Gap framework and monitoring its implementation over the next ten years. 
 
A number of community priority areas have been established for the next ten years, 
with SNAICC taking a lead on matters related to families, children, youth, education 
and family violence. 
 
SNAICC will be represented on the Joint Council by SNAICC Chair Adjunct Professor 
Muriel Bamblett AO, while SNAICC Director and Co-Chair of the Family Matters 
campaign Natalie Lewis is a representative for Queensland, bringing renowned 
knowledge and experience to this new important decision-making body. 
 
“The partnership agreement between the Federal Government, the states and 
territories, and our community-controlled organisations is a significant step forward in 
ensuring the voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are heard and 
valued,” said Muriel Bamblett, SNAICC Chair. 
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“The insight of our peak bodies, who do such incredible work fighting for the 
realisation of rights for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, is absolutely 
essential for a successful Closing the Gap.” 
 
The Joint Council has met for the first time today, and will review the National 
Indigenous Reform Agreement (NIRA) and finalise a refreshed Closing the Gap 
framework and targets within the coming months. 
 
A joint statement from Prime Minister Scott Morrison, Minister for Indigenous Affairs 
Nigel Scullion, and Patricia Turner, on behalf of the National Coalition of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peak Organisations, is available online. 
 

ENDS/ 
 
 
For more information please visit www.snaicc.org.au or, to organise an interview with 
SNAICC Chair Muriel Bamblett, contact: 
 
Daniel Kovacevic, Communications Coordinator 
daniel.kovacevic@snaicc.org.au (03) 9489 8099 / 0431 767 363 
 
 
About SNAICC – National Voice for our Children: 
  
SNAICC – National Voice for our Children is the national non-governmental peak 
body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. We work for the fulfilment of 
the rights of our children, in particular to ensure their safety, development and well-
being. 
  
Founded in 1981, SNAICC was established to engage in activities that promote and 
accommodate a strong voice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and 
their families. 
  
Over the past 30 years SNAICC’s efforts has resulted in many key milestones and 
achievements both in policy developments at state, territory and federal levels and in 
developing innovative and useful resources for the sector. 
  
SNAICC is governed by an influential Board of Directors made up of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community-controlled children and family services. 


