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17 November 2017 
 

SNAICC CALLS ON GOVERNMENTS TO WORK WITH COMMUNITY-
CONTROLLED ORGANISATIONS TO IMPLEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

FROM ROYAL COMMISSION 
 
 
Melbourne, Australia: SNAICC welcomes today’s final report from the Royal Commission 
into the Protection and Detention of Children in the Northern Territory, and calls on 
governments to work with local Aboriginal community-controlled organisations to ensure 
strategies are developed to see the report’s recommendations are successfully implemented.  
 
This is the time for genuine partnership between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities and the Federal and Northern Territory Governments to address a Northern 
Territory child protection system that is in crisis. 
 
“The approach taken by Commissioner Gooda and Commissioner White in undertaking such 
a thorough investigation of systems within the NT must be applauded,” said Sharron Williams, 
SNAICC – National Voice for our Children Chairperson. 
 
“The Royal Commission has taken many steps to ensure the voices of our children and our 
communities have been heard and captured. 
 
“It is now the responsibility of Governments to work with Aboriginal community-controlled 
organisations in the Northern Territory to develop a comprehensive strategy and 
accountability measures to successfully implement the Royal Commission’s 
recommendations.” 
 
Strong and sustained political will is now needed to address long-standing and recognised 
challenges to improve the safety and wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children in the Northern Territory. 
 
As previously outlined by the Royal Commission: 
 

“The youth justice and child protection systems in the Northern Territory are 
inextricably linked…children and young people in out-of-home care are more 
likely to enter the youth detention system.” 

 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children make up 89.1 per cent of all children in out-of-
home care in the Northern Territory. 
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“The over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in contact with 
juvenile justice and out-of-home care is frightening, and clearly shows why Aboriginal 
communities and organisations must be central in the reform process,” said Ms Williams. 
 
The Royal Commission report has evidenced the need for a comprehensive overhaul of the 
Northern Territory’s child protection system. SNAICC backs recommendations for sweeping 
reforms that promote a holistic approach to supporting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children and families. It is vital that this process recognises and values the capacity and 
expertise of Northern Territory Aboriginal community-controlled organisations, and properly 
resources them to lead culturally safe practices to achieve strong outcomes for our children. 
 
 

ENDS/ 
 
 
For more information please visit www.snaicc.org.au or contact: 
 
Daniel Kovacevic, Communications Coordinator 
daniel.kovacevic@snaicc.org.au (03) 9489 8099 / 0431 767 363 
 
 
About SNAICC – National Voice for our Children: 
  
SNAICC – National Voice for our Children is the national non-governmental peak body for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. We work for the fulfilment of the rights of our 
children, in particular to ensure their safety, development and wellbeing. 
  
Founded in 1981, SNAICC was established to engage in activities that promote and 
accommodate a strong voice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and their 
families. 
  
Over the past 30 years SNAICC’s efforts has resulted in many key milestones and 
achievements both in policy developments at state, territory and federal levels and in 
developing innovative and useful resources for the sector. 
  
SNAICC is governed by an influential Board of Directors made up of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community-controlled children and family services. 


