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BASKETBALL STAR PATTY MILLS ANNOUNCED AS
NATIONAL ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER
CHILDREN’S DAY 2016 AMBASSADOR

17 June 2016

SNAICC is thrilled to announce NBA and Olympic basketballer Patty Mills as the
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day (Children’s Day) 2016
ambassador.

Patty, one of Australia’s top basketballers, was part of the San Antonio Spurs 2014
NBA Championship-winning team, and has also represented Australia at the 2008 and
2012 Olympics.

Patty was also the first Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander man to win an NBA
Championship and only the second Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander person to
play in the NBA.

Born in Canberra to a father from Thursday Island in the Torres Strait and a mother
from Ceduna in South Australia, Patty has maintained strong connections with his
communities.

“Even when I’'m away from Australia I feel very connected to my family, my
community and my culture through many different aspects, especially traditional
songs and dances,” said Mills

“Kids need culture to be able to stay connected to their heritage and to have a strong
sense of identity. Having these connections will make them proud of who they are in
any, and every, environment,” he continued.

SNAICC CEO Mr Gerry Moore is excited to welcome Patty as the 2016 Children’s
Day ambassador, commenting, “Patty is an inspirational role model for our deadly
little ones. A proud Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander man, we look forward to
sharing his story with kids across the country to help celebrate the special role that
culture and connection plays in all our lives.”

For more information on Children’s Day, including ideas on how to celebrate, and to
order Children’s Day bags, register an event, and more, head to
www.aboriginalchildrensday.com.au
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For more about Patty, head to www.formypeople.com.au or follow him on Facebook,
Twitter, or Instagram.

/ENDS

For more information please contact: Michelle Lausen, SNAICC Children’s Day
Coordinator, michelle.lausen@snaicc.org.au (03) 9489 8099 / 0428 494 007

About SNAICC:

SNAICC is the national non-government peak body in Australia representing the
interests of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and families.

Founded in 1981, SNAICC was established to engage in activities that promote and
accommodate a strong voice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and
their families.

Over the past 30 years SNAICC’s efforts have resulted in many key milestones and
achievements both in policy developments at state, territory and federal levels and in
developing innovative and useful resources for the sector.

SNAICC is governed by an influential National Executive made up of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander community-controlled children and families’ services.
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