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UNITED NATIONS PERMANENT FORUM ON INDIGENOUS ISSUES  
 

Progress on Recommendations concerning Indigenous Children and Youth 
 

The United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII), established in July 2000, is an advisory 

body to the Economic and Social Council, with a mandate to discuss Indigenous issues related to economic 

and social development, culture, the environment, education, health and human rights. The UNPFII holds one 

two-week session per year in New York. 16 members, half appointed by Indigenous peoples and half by 

states, provide expert advice on Indigenous issues through a series of recommendations based on statements 

and reports presented by participants at the Forum. Participants include United Nations agencies and bodies, 

states, and Indigenous peoples and organisations.  

 

The UNPFII made an early commitment to include Indigenous children and youth as a focal point of its agenda 

and has made some valuable contributions on children and youth issues. Accordingly, the Secretariat of 

National Aboriginal and Islander Child Care, on behalf of the Indigenous Sub Group of the NGO Group for the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (ISG), has prepared a summary of the status of UNPFII 

recommendations concerning children and youth. The summary aims to provide a detailed basis for non-

governmental organisations and collectives to lobby UNPFII Members and other UN bodies to follow up key 

recommendations made over the years. Significant implementation gaps are evident from the summary. 

While the summary only provides information on implementation of recommendations directed to specific 

agencies rather than to states, it will be useful for NGOs to follow up with their governments directly on how 

they are implementing specific recommendations.  

 

The UNPFII recommendations have focused on broad thematic issues, in particular health and education, as 

well as specific issues connected to the agenda of each annual session. These include studies on issues 

around migration, the Millennium Development Goals, and violence against women and girls. The Permanent 

Forum has also consistently urged States and UN bodies to increase their focus on the experiences of 

Indigenous children and youth, and support Indigenous youth participation, drawing attention to gaps and 

providing concrete recommendations. In particular, the UNPFII has particularly focused on the United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF), as the nodal agency of children, urging it to address the persisting and widening 

disparities that affect Indigenous children and youth in both developed and developing countries. Strong 

connections over time by the UNPFII with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child has also encouraged 

the Committee on the Rights of the Child to ensure an explicit and clear focus on how the Convention applies 

to Indigenous children and youth.  

 

This summary highlights key areas which have received UNPFII attention as well as the invisibility of other 

fundamental human rights concerns impacting Indigenous children and youth. These areas are described in a 

recent ISG submission to the UN Secretary General. The summary also tracks UNPFII focus on Indigenous 

children and youth issues, suggesting that the commitment to ensure consistent focus on this group has 

waivered in recent years, with for example no recommendations made in 2009. This pattern was reversed in 

2012 however with the UNPFII recommending a three-day international expert group meeting on youth: 

identity, challenges and hope.  This summary is a working document that will continue to be developed over 

time as we gain more information about implementation of recommendations.  

 

Who is the Indigenous Sub Group? 
 

The NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child is a global network of organisations and 

individuals committed to ensuring that all children fully enjoy their rights as defined by the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Indigenous Sub Group focuses specifically on implementation of 

the human rights of Indigenous children and young people. It was particularly active in the development of 

the General Comment of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on Indigenous Children (General Comment 

11) and increasing focus of international Indigenous forums on human rights concerns experienced by 

Indigenous children and youth.    

http://www.snaicc.asn.au/policy-advocacy/dsp-default-e.cfm?loadref=126&txnid=797&txnctype=article&txncstype=
http://www.childrightsnet.org/NGOGroup
http://www.isg-ngogroup.org/index.html
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http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0013/001355/135576eo.pdf
http://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/digest11e.pdf
http://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/digest11e.pdf
http://www.childinfo.org/files/birthregistration_Digestenglish.pdf
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http://social.un.org/index/IndigenousPeoples/UNPFIISessions.aspx
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/discussion.htm
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http://www.unicef.org/publications/index.html
http://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/trafficking_exploitation2011.pdf
http://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/trafficking_exploitation2011.pdf
http://www.unicef.ca/en/policy-advocacy-for-children/children-from-trafficking
http://www.unicef.org/rosa/ROSA_IRC_CT_Asia_Summary_FINAL4.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/lac/ensuring%282%29.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/lac/ensuring%282%29.pdf
http://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/ct_in_europe_full.pdf
http://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/ct_in_europe_full.pdf
http://www.paho.org/english/ad/ge/trafficking.pdf
http://tb.ohchr.org/default.aspx
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/GC.11_indigenous_New.pdf
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http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/comments.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/comments.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/discussion/indigenouschildren.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_19429.html
http://www.unicef.org/lac/ensuring%282%29.pdf
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http://www.healthinternetwork.com/heca/infomaterials/hecanet/en/index16.html
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