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SNAICC NEWS

We would like to believe you,
Prime Minister
SNAICC would like to believe the Prime 
Minister’s intervention in the Northern 
Territory is motivated by a genuine concern, 
but we have been calling for concerted 
national action on child abuse and neglect 
for many years, says Muriel Bamblett, 
SNAICC Chairperson.
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SNAICC News is the newsletter of the 

Secretariat of National Aboriginal and 

Islander Child Care Inc. It is published 

quarterly.

© SNAICC 2007. Copyright for images and 

text published is retained by SNAICC, 

unless specifi ed otherwise.

Please seek permission from SNAICC 

before reproducing any information 

published here.

Disclaimer

While SNAICC makes an effort to 

ensure the information published in 

this newsletter is correct at the time 

of printing, readers should contact 

the relevant organisations for current 

information on events, conferences, 

services or publications.

The photographs in this publication 

are intended for illustrative purposes 

only. No inference is intended or implied 

that the children or adults depicted in 

the photographs are the subject of any 

issue(s) raised in this newsletter.

Contributions, feedback and suggestions 

to SNAICC News are welcome. Copy 

deadline for our October edition is 

27 August 2007.

For publication inquiries, contact:

Mark Lawrence, Publications Offi cer

Email: publicatons@snaicc.asn.au

Telephone: (03) 9489 8099

Subscribe to SNAICC News
Any organisation, government 

department, service or individual may 

subscribe to SNAICC News and receive 

other information on Aboriginal and 

Torress Strait Islander children’s and 

families’ issues. The subcription fee for 

the newsletter is voluntary.

Fees (including GST):

Government departments   $100

Non-government organisations    $55

Individuals     $33

All subscriptions are paid annually, based 

on the fi nancial year.

Members and affi liate members 

receive the newsletter as part of their 

membership.

For subscription inquiries, contact:

Angelique Davis

Email: admin@snaicc.asn.au

Telephone: (03) 9489 8099

SNAICC, PO Box 1445, Fitzroy North, 

Victoria 3068

www.snaicc.asn.au

l

Next edition (October) theme: Education and literacy

Do you have a case study, story, or perspective on initiatives in and priorities 
for improving educationa and literacy outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander pre-schoolers, childrenz and young people? We would love to hear it!

Send us your story or perspective for the next edition of SNAICC News 
before 27 August 2007.

In 2007–08, each newsletter edition will have a theme, with a key article on the theme’s 
issues and a list of resources and services offering more information or support. We welcome 
readers’ contributions, suggestions and articles addressing the theme. The general themes are 
in relation to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and their families.

All contributions of announcements, articles, reviews or news to SNAICC’s quarterly 
newsletter should be sent to us no later than the deadlines listed below.

Edition  Copy Deadline Theme
October 2007 27 August Education and literacy
January 2008 5 November Health and nutrition
April 2008 TBC  Focus on Torres Strait Islander communities

Each edition will generally be mailed out the fi rst week of the month the edition is named for 
(except January’s, which goes out mid-December). 

Contact Mark at SNAICC for details: 
telephone (03) 9489 8099; email: publications@snaicc.asn.au
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Tables still available!

Early bird closes 31 July



4  SNAICC News July 2007

Overview of SNAICC’s response

In relation to the current emergency 
measures for the NT:

SNAICC NT Update online

The Macdonnell Ranges outside Alice Springs, NT. Photo by Julian Pocock. © SNAICC 2006
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NT Aboriginal organisations 
respond to the federal government’s 
intervention

What You Can Do

Raise Children Strong in Culture: 
pathways to healing and revival

Children’s Day poster and other 
material now available 

This year, SNAICC has used positive 
images of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children for our annual NAICD 
poster and leafl et. They show our children 
proud, happy and confi dent about who they 
are – children from the oldest living cultures 
on earth. They illustrate this year’s theme 
wonderfully.

This material has already been 
distributed free by SNAICC to our members 
and subscribers throughout the country.

Children’s Activity Kit
SNAICC has produced another Children’s 
Activity Kit for this year’s NAICD. These 
were distributed to Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children’s services across the 
country. 

A limited 
number of printed 
kits are still 
available, but only 
for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
children’s services. 
Please contact the 
NAICD Project 
Offi cer to request a 
copy.

Alternatively, 
you can download 
a PDF of the 2007 
Activity Kit from our 
website.

You can also 
order extra copies of posters and leafl ets 
(free) online. 

For other information about NAICD, or 
to order this year’s material go to: 

www.snaicc.asn.au/children
Or call SNAICC on (03) 9489 8099. 

– Carmen Isherwood 
SNAICC Children’s Day Project Offi cer

NOW AVAILABLE 
State of Denial
The Neglect and Abuse 
of Indigenous Children 
in the Northern 
Territory (2003)
Researched and Written by 
Julian Pocock
Published by SNAICC

NOW AVAILABLE 
State of Denial
The Neglect and Abuse 
of I
in the Nor
Territory
Researched and Wr
Julian Poc
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Muriel Bamblett, AM is the 
Chairperson of SNAICC and 
CEO of the Victorian Aboriginal 
Child Care Agency (VACCA). 
A version of this article was 
published as an Opinion piece in The Age on 
27 June 2007. Republished with permission 
from Ms Bamblett. © Muriel Bamblett 2007

We would like to believe you, Prime Minister

10 Point National Plan to Prevent 
Child Abuse and Neglect 

– Julian Pocock,
SNAICC Executive Officer
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– Julian Pocock
SNAICC Executive Offi cer 
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What do the parties promise for our 
children? See page 8
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Contact

Following are key policy points relevant to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children from the four main political parties. Note that these 
are only excerpts and summaries. Full policy statements are available 
on the party’s websites or from their Indigenous Affairs spokespersons. 
This information is based on what was publically available prior to 

publcation. Subsequent policy announcements may be made closer to 
the federal election.

We are making this information available to our members and 
subscribers to assit you to fi nd out as much as you can to make informed 
decisions.
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Contacts

Indigenous children
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Early Childhood education
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ALP policy documents

Contacts

(Coalition of the Liberal Party of 
Australia and The Nationals)

Information from the Prime Minister’s 
website
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Budget 2007
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Contact

There have been changes to when the electoral roll closes!

This information is from the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) website:

“There have been important changes to the deadlines to enrol to vote, or to update 
your enrolment, for federal elections.

If you are not enrolled, or you haven’t made sure that your name or address 
details on the electoral rolls are up to date, you risk missing out on being able to 
vote.”

Further information about the new deadlines for enrolling to vote, or updating your 
enrolment details, for federal elections (Close of Rolls) is available on the AEC website:

www.aec.gov.au/About_AEC/Publications/Fact_Sheets/Close_of_Rolls.htm

Independents in the House of 
Representatives

Other information

What do other community 
organisations say about the priorities 
for this election? See page 16
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Aboriginal Dreaming Stories 
publication

Promising Practices Profi les

Partners in Action Research and 
Evaluation (PARE) 

Support and Management (SaM)

Early Childhood Communication 
Online (ECCO)

Above: The SRS team (from left) SRS Clearinghouse 

Officer Tatiana Doroshenko, SRS Project Officer Nikki 

Butler, SRS Project Officer Rosie Elliott, SRS Programme 

Manager Veronica Johns, and SRS Evaluation Manager 

Liz Orr

Dreaming Stories: A Springboard for 
Learning
Published by Early Childhood Australia 
(ECA) and SNAICC Cost: $14.95

Developed by the SRS in partnership with 
ECA, this is a play-based teaching and learning 
resource for use in preschools, playgroups, child 
care and other early years services. It comprises a 
DVD of 13 animated Dreaming stories selected by 
the SRS and a booklet written by Jenni Connor to 
assist staff to explore concepts from the stories with 
children.

For more information, contact the SRS. To buy 
copies, contact Early Childhood Australia on their 
freecall sales line to order a copy: 1800 356 900.  

You can also order it online:
www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/rip0702

(ECA) and 

Developed by the SRS in partnership with 
ECA, this is a play-based teaching and learning 
resource for use in preschools, playgroups, child 
care and other early years services. It comprises a 
DVD of 13 animated Dreaming stories selected by 
the SRS and a booklet
assist staff to explore concepts from the stories with 
children.

For more information, contact the SRS. To buy 
copies, contact Early Childhood Australia on their 
freecall sales line to order a copy: 1800 356 900.  

You can also order it online:
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Foster carer booklets 

by Veronica Johns, 
SRS Programme Manager

Has your organisation made a 
resource you would like to share? 

Do you have a resource you want 
to produce or develop?

lOne of the SRS’s National Men and Parenting posters. 

More information on these posters is online.
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by Veronica Johns,  SRS Programme Manager

Following are snippets of information 
edited from Ray’s speech:

l

Top: Ray Burrows, Director of Gundoo Day Care Centre 

at Cherboug, QLD, speaking at the launch. 

Middle (L to R): Elvie Sandow, Rory Boney and Ray 

Burrows from Gundoo Day Care Centre, Veronica Johns, 

SRS Programme Manager (middle) and representatives 

from RACCSU North.  

Below (L to R): Dawn Wallan and Kathleen Pinkerton 

of Yorganop (IPSU WA), Debbie Bond of IPSU SA, and 

Lynn Flemming (now formerly of Yorganop).
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SNAICC’s Ten Point National Action 
Plan

1. Safety is paramount – responsive 
child protection.

2. Support for children – remove 
perpetrators not the children. 

3. Effective policing – speak up 
against violence and abuse.

4. Early intervention.

5. Connections to culture.

6. Build on strengths.

7. Healing and restoration.

8. Safe and healthy communities. 

9. Listen and do what works.

10. A national response for a 
national emergency.

ü
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SNAICC member Yorganop Aboriginal 
Child Care, of Perth, WA, would like 
to know if other SNAICC members 
and subscribers have extra copies of 
the National Aboriginal and Islander 
Children’s Day posters from 1988, 1989, 
1990, 1991, 1992 and 1993.

The posters from these years are 
missing from their collection of NAICD 
posters, and they are happy to exchange 
extra copies of their posters for those 
missing from their current collection.

Please contact Kathleen Pinkerton 
at Yorganop if you have extra copies to 
share or exchange: 

telephone (08) 9321 9090


