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SNAICC News is the newsletter of the 

Secretariat of National Aboriginal and 

Islander Child Care Inc. It is published 

quarterly.

© SNAICC 2007. Copyright for images and 

text published is retained by SNAICC, 

unless specified otherwise.

Please seek permission from SNAICC 

before reproducing any information 

published here.

Disclaimer
While SNAICC makes an effort to 

ensure the information published in 

this newsletter is correct at the time 

of printing, readers should contact 

the relevant organisations for current 

information on events, conferences, 

services or publications.

The photographs in this publication 

are intended for illustrative purposes 

only. No inference is intended or implied 

that the children or adults depicted in 

the photographs are the subject of any 

issue(s) raised in this newsletter.

Contributions, feedback and suggestions 

to SNAICC News are welcome. Copy 

deadline for our April edition is  

25 February 2008.

For publication inquiries, contact:
Mark Lawrence, Publications Officer 

Email: publicatons@snaicc.asn.au 

Telephone: (03) 9489 8099

Subscribe to SNAICC News
Any organisation, government 

department, service or individual may 

subscribe to SNAICC News and receive 

other information on Aboriginal and 

Torress Strait Islander children’s and 

families’ issues. The subcription fee for 

the newsletter is voluntary.

Fees (including GST):
Government departments   $100

Non-government organisations    $55

Individuals     $33

All subscriptions are paid annually, based 

on the financial year.

Members and affiliate members 

receive the newsletter as part of their 

membership.

For subscription inquiries, contact:
Angelique Davis 

Email: admin@snaicc.asn.au 

Telephone: (03) 9489 8099

SNAICC, PO Box 1445, Fitzroy North, 

Victoria 3068

www.snaicc.asn.au

– Mark Lawrence, Publications Officer

Next edition: April 2008 
Theme: Health and nutrition

Do you have a case study, story, successes or perspective on improving the 
health and nutrition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander pre-schoolers, 

children and young people? We would love to hear it!

Send us your story or perspective for the next edition of SNAICC News 
before 25 February 2008.

In 2007–2008, each newsletter edition will have a theme, with a key article on the theme’s 
issues and a list of resources and services offering more information or support. We 
welcome readers’ contributions, suggestions and articles addressing the theme. The themes 
are in relation to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and their families.

All contributions of announcements, articles, reviews or news to SNAICC’s quarterly 
newsletter should be sent to us no later than the deadlines listed below.

Edition  Copy Deadline Theme
April 2008 25 February 08 Health and nutrition
July 2008  26 May 08 Focus on Torres Strait Islander communities

Each edition will generally be mailed out the first week of the month the edition is named 
for. 

Contact Mark at SNAICC for details: 
telephone (03) 9489 8099; email: publications@snaicc.asn.au
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Muriel Bamblett, AM 

is the Chairperson 

of SNAICC and the 

CEO of the Victorian 

Aboriginal Child Care 

Agency (VACCA). A 

version of this article 

was published as an 

Opinion piece in ABC News Online on 12 

Decenber 2007. © SNAICC 2007

The Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, and 
the Indigenous Affairs Minister, Jenny 

Macklin, met with 25 representatives 
from Aboriginal organisations based in 
the Northern Territory to discuss the NT 
Intervention. Natalie Hunter represented 
Karu Aboriginal Family Support Service and 
SNAICC at the meeting. Natalie is one of the 
NT representatives on SNAICC’s National 
Executive. The Prime Minister will meet with 
the group every three months to discuss the 
intervention as the government reviews how 
the intervention is working.

SNAICC, through Natalie, stressed that 
a core focus on child protection must not 
be lost amongst all the various aspects of 
the intervention. For many years, SNAICC 
has argued for major reform of the NT 
child protection system. There is still a 
significant risk that despite the scope of the 
NT intervention (or perhaps because of it), 
the detailed work on developing an effective 
child protection system won’t happen.

Following the revelations from Aurukun 
of child sexual assault, the government is 
under pressure to extend the NT intervention 

to other parts of the country. SNAICC does 
not support the knee-jerk roll out of ‘the NT 
Intervention’ to other areas. As NT leaders 
told the PM, the mistake the previous 
government made was acting without 
consultation with local communities. 

SNAICC has for decades called for 
national legislation to create a framework 
that sets out standards for child protection, 
children’s rights and a common approach to 
preventing child abuse. The Prime Minister 
and Jenny Macklin should commence work 
with SNAICC and the states and territories on 
national legislation for child protection.

– Julian Pocock,
SNAICC Executive Officer
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– Kim Werner, SNAICC Governance & 
Planning Manager
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ü

ü

ü

ü

– Tatiana Doroshenko
SRS Clearinghouse Officer

See the SRS Update (on page 18) 
for more on the new SRS website 
features and tools. 

Edited extract for the SNAICC Secretariat Report to SNAICC’s 2007 Annual 
General Meeting in Perth

– Julian Pocock, SNAICC Executive Officer
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Some other priority areas SNAICC 
worked on in 2007 included:
ü

ü

ü

ü
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ü

Major work priorities for 2008

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

– Julian Pocock
SNAICC Executive Office

This is an edited extract from the Secretariat 
report presented to the 2008 SNAICC Annual 
General Meeting in Perth on 15 November 
2007.
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Cindy Blackstock, 
Executive Director, 
FNCFCS

For more information:
Many Hands One Dream website 
www.manyhandsonedream.ca

Joint Declaration in Support of Jordan’s 
Principle 
www.fncaringsociety.com

Readers of the October edition of SNAICC News will be familiar with Canada’s First Nations 
peoples’ campaign for all jurisdications in Canada, especially the federal and state governments, 
to support an agreement – known as Jordon’s Principle – on providing services that puts 
children’s needs and rights ahead of jurisdictional disputes between levels of government over 
who should pay for the services. The campaign was led by SNAICC’s counterpart in Canada, 
the First Nations Child and Family Caring Society (their peak body for children’s and families’ 
organistions). Cindy Blackstock, Executive Director of the First Nations Caring Society, recently 
wrote to us to tell of the wonderful progress they’ve made on the initiative.
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What a wonderful community welcome sign! Congratulations to all those who work to keep Owairtilla/Canteen Creek 
(NT) a child-friendly community. Some of the wonderful women are (from left) Della Mick, Kerris Clegg, Millie Mick, and 
Natasha Mick with their children Tiana Mick, Tyrell Mick, Talia Clegg. Owairtilla is 275 km SE of Tennant Creek with 
around 140 Alyawarre, Warramanga, Walpiri people and this beautiful sign was funded through a NAPCAN community 
child-protection micro-grant. Photo by Kathy Gers © Kathy Gers 2007
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Let the True Colours of Indigenous 
Children Shine
Speaking as an Aboriginal father of young 
children wanting to “stand up for my people 
– especially young Aboriginal children 
– across the country, and particularly in a 
climate [where] few of us should sit idly by,” 
leader in Indigenous Education Dr Chris 

Sarra shared his vision for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children at SNAICC’s 
National Conference last September.

Dr Chris Sarra addressing the SNAICC National 
Conference in Adelaide last September. Photo by Tatiana 
Doroshenko. © SNAICC 2007
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ü

ü

ü

ü

l

Dr Chris Sarra is the Director of the Indigenous 
Education Leadership Insitute in Queenland. 
This is an edited extract of the Keynote Speech 
Dr Sarra presented at the SNAICC National 
Conference. Republished with permission 
from Dr Sarra. © Chris Sarra 2007.

Let the True Colour of Indigenous Children 
Shine

ü

ü

– Julian Pocock, 
SNAICC Executive Officer

Right: The illustration shows the abuse and neglect that 
children can experience; the role of SNAICC and other  
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children’s and family 
services in protecting children and supporting families; 
and a model of care that is nurturing, and is free from 
abuse. Illustration by Ikanballa, originally published by 
SNAICC in Footprints to Where We Are. © SNAICC 2005



12  SNAICC News January 2008

ü
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ü

ü
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ü

ü

– Julian Pocock
SNAICC Executive Officer

Dreaming Stories: 

A Springboard for 

Learning

Published by Early 
Childhood Australia 
(ECA) and SNAICC 
Cost: $14.95

Developed by the SRS 
in partnership with 
ECA, this is a play-

based teaching and learning resource for 
use in preschools, playgroups, child care 
and other early years services. It comprises 
a DVD of 13 animated Dreaming stories 
selected by the SRS and a booklet to assist 
staff explore concepts from the stories with 
children. For more information, contact the 
SRS. 

To buy copies, contact Early Childhood 
Australia on their freecall sales line to order 
a copy: 1800 356 900. You can also order it 
online:

www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/
rip0702

SNAICC Conference Presentations 
online
A number of presentations at the SNAICC 
National Conference were on literacy, 
early childhood education and education 
initiatives and programs for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children. Some of these 
have been made available on SNAICC’s 
website:

www.snaicc.asn.au/news/conference_
presentations07.html 

Indigenous education publications 
and resources webpage

Australian Government Department of 
Education, Science and Training

Provides access to publications and resources 
for the Indigenous education sector

www.dest.gov.au/sectors/indigenous_
education/publications_resources/

Early Childhood Australia
As the national, non-government umbrella 
organisation for children’s services, ECA’s 
website has an extensive collection of 
early childhood resources, including ECA 
publications. Resources identified elsewhere 
online are recommended after a quality 
assuarance process.

www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/
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On a recent trip to Melbourne, early 
childhood teacher Lousie Manas made a visit 
to SNAICC. She spoke to Rosie Elliot about 
her work as an educator and the children’s 
activity centre she manages in her Torres 
Strait community of Kubin Island.

l

by Rosie Elliott, SRS Project Officer
Louise Manas, manager of the Arkai Kaziw Children’s 
Activity Centre on Kubin Island. © Louise Manas 2007
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By Katie Sutherland (Rattler magazine)

Multifunctional Aboriginal Children’s 
Services (MACS) like Noogaleek 
in New South Wales instill a sense 
of self-respect among Indigenous 
children, and weave their connections 
with culture and community. 
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l

Originally published in Rattler 83, Spring 
2007. Reprinted with permission from 
Community Child Care Co-operative (NSW). 
Copyright Rattler 2007. For more information 
visit www.ccccnsw.org.au

ü

ü

ü

ü
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l

An Aboriginal storyteller and peformer takes kids at 
Coolabaroo Neighbourhood Centre MACS through 
a cultural activity for the Centre’s 2006 NAICD 
celebrations  
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By Julie Higgins
SNAICC Policy Managerr
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Barunga Community Library

Eva Valley Crèche

Wugularr School

For more information:

By Gemina Corpus, Indigenous Project 
Leader, the Fred Hollows Foundation
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Working with parents

Home tutors

Achievements

Indigenous parents and children

For more information:

– Susan Davies (National Manager HIPPY 
Australia) and Zoe Upton (Fitzroy Indigenous 

home tutor)

– Sherri Longbottom 
HIPPY La Perouse Co-ordinator

– courtesy of HIPPY, Brotherhood of St Laurence 
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SRS Evaluation Report

Project Partners

ü

ü

At the SNAICC National Conference (from left): SNAICC National Executive member Veronic P, SRS Program Manager 
Veronica Johns, and Veronica Coutts, board member of Gooddo Day Care Centre (MACS), Palm Island
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by Veronica Johns, 
SRS Programme Manager

ü 

ü 

ü 

Campsite

Rainbow

Gathering

by Tatiana Doroshenko, SRS Clearinghouse 
Officer, and Veronica Johns,

SRS Programme Manager
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COMING SOON 

Through Young Black 
Eyes: Manual – 2007 
edition
A fully edited and 
updated 2007 edition 
of the Manual to 
help Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
communities stop child 
abuse and family violence.

Publisher: SNAICC
Cost: $25 (Handbook) incl. GST, postage 
and handling
Available for order online in early 2008

NEW – NOW AVAILABLE 

Through Young Black Eyes – 
Community Leaders’ Guide 

32 page DL full colour booklet 
&

Keep Your Family Safe – leaflet
double-sided DL full colour leaflet
Publisher: SNAICC
Cost: free

The fully updated and edited 2007 editions 
of the Through Young Black Eyes resources 
to assist communties to stop child abuse 
and family violence can now be ordered. 
Produced by the SRS.

Promising practices in out-of-home 
care for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander carers, children and young 
people: profiling promising programs 
(2007)

By Jenny Higgins and Nikki Butler
Publisher: Australian Institute of Family 
Studies
4 booklets, PDFs for online download or 
print copies for order
Cost: free

These booklets profile what works well for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children 

in out-of-home care, and promotes strategies 
to help organisations overcome barriers to 
delivering services to them.

Produced through a collaboration 
between the National Child Protection 
Clearinghouse and the SRS, commissioned 
by the Department of Families, Community 
Services and Indigenous Affairs on behalf 
of the Australian Council of Children and 
Parenting.

The series of booklets discussing the 
project’s findings is available for download 
from the SNAICC website:
Booklet 1: Characteristics of promising 

Indigenous out-of-home care programs 
and services

Booklet 2: Assessing, training and recruiting 
Indigenous carers 

Booklet 3: Comprehensive support for 
Indigenous carers and young people 

Booklet 4: Indigenous responses to child 
protection issues 

To download or order, go to: 
www.snaicc.asn.au/publications/

“Remember Me” 
– Commemorating 
the Tenth Anniversary 
of the Bringing Them 

Home Report (2007)
ISBN: 978-1-921174-
11-7

Publisher: SNAICC
Cost: free

SNAICC’s recent publication to commemorate 
the tenth anniversary of Bringing Them Home. 
Order online from SNAICC’s website. 

COMING SOON 

Foster Their Culture – Caring for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Children in Out-of-Home Care

Publisher: SNAICC
Cost: free to foster carers, foster care 
support groups, out-of-home care services 
and government departments

A resource to support non-Indigenous carers 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children. Assists them keep children in care 
connected to their community, culture, 
identity and family. Available early 2008.

SNAICC Publications 
and Resources

To order or download SNAICC 
publications, go to:
www.snaicc.asn.au/publications


