Working for the world to change

Reconciliation and the Human
Rights of Indigenous Children

Cindy Blackstock
SNAICC: September 2007




All of what we know Is just
some of what they knew

Legend Aboriginal Youth Network



Indians discover a lost Spaniard called
Christopher Columbus




For over 5o years non Aboriginal
child welfare has imposed its Child
welfare system on Indigenous

Peoples... what are the evidence
based outcomes?




Basic Principles of Child Protection
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Proportion of Children in Care by Cultural
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Percentage of Total Population and
Percentage of Children in Care by Race
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Total Percentage of all Aboriginal Children 0-14 in Care: 14.12%




First Nations Children come
to the attention of child

welfare for

an non Aboriginal children




Maltreatment by Race
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First Nations
children do not
lence higher
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The factors that
explain the over
presentation of




Structural problems identified in cases of substantiated
maltreatment for First Nations children
{CIS 2003, Excluding Quebec)
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Although First
Nations children

are over
apresented In




Blackstock & Trocme, 2005

First Nations on

6 instances
child on
reserve
receiving

voluntary
sector
services

Reserve -
109 million less

provided for child
welfare on reserve

7165.00 annual
per capita
average
iIncome




What Works? Putting children’s
needs ahead of government:

Jordan'’s Principle

hen a government jurisdictional disp
around serwces to a First




)~ What Works: Touchstones of Hope for
Indigenous children and families

f- Determination

ture and Language

olistic Approach

www.reconcilationmovement.org




What works: Touchstones in Action

e Indigenous children served by FN agencies are 3-4 times more likely to stay
First safely with family. FNCFSA have received international awards for best
Nt fias practice — we know with equitable funding they could do even more

Design  * FN control over adequately resourced child welfare results in the most
sustained socio-economic gains for community

e Prevention programs targeting poverty, poor housing and substan
misuse coupled with sustainable investments in First Nations le
community development

e Respect for Indigenous self government has also been sho 0 be the
most impor t?acto?toTred%e #hildjan youth suicide rates in d

Prevention

» Research that documents the reasons why FN children come into care anc
what we can do about it led by Indigenous communities

Workingin < Working with non Indigenous and Indigenous policy makers to
partnership implement good government policy such as Jordan’s Principle which has
been endorsed by 380 supporters




that
respects the distinct way that
First Nations provide for child

safety




Cost of Doing Everything versus the cost of
doing nothing (billions of dollars per annum)

deral Surplus Budget

Bowlus et. al., 2005: Blackstock et.
al., 2005




What has Canada provided since Wen:de was
released in 2005 (available www.fncfcs.com)?
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First Nations: Encouraging Canada

to provide Equality for FN children

 |[nvestigating Canada’s child welfare policy
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Ways you can help

@Ry Support Jordan’s Principle
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Support First Nations in providing equitable
child welfare care




Take hold of the sacred sun of your
ancestors and light of the world

WWwWWw.reconciliationmovement.org




