CASE STUDIES

LUKE'S way

LUKE'S* educational journey had a rough start. Beginning
kindergarten at the public primary school in 2014, Luke
was asked to leave due to his ‘disruptive behaviour’, and
inability to cope with the school environment. His mother,
a single parent, was incredibly distressed by this, and

not knowing what to do. She was incredibly stressed by
this and turned to her local Aboriginal Child and Family
Centre because she knew and trusted the staff there.

The ACFC Manager attended meetings with the school and
Luke’s mother, and a mutual decision was made to give Luke
another year at home with the support of the ACFC. An
assessment revealed that language delay was hindering Luke's
successful transition to school. This assessment enabled Luke
to be referred to the supports he needed — a speech therapy
service and a playgroup for children with disabilities, both
facilitated by and hosted at the local ACFC. In mid-2014 Luke
was then able to progress on to a long day care program at
the ACFC, at the same time as continuing with in-house
individual and group speech therapy. Support was provided

This is the story of just one of the many thousands of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander children who have benefitted from the
Aboriginal Child and Family Centres.

by the speech therapist to Luke's mother and educators to
ensure that the care he received was consistent in reinforcing
his therapy. As a result, Luke’s language development has
improved significantly, confirmed by increased vocabulary
and comprehension test results.

At the end of his year at the ACFC, preparation started for
Luke to re-attend primary school. Discussions were held with
the speech therapist and the school, to ensure the school was
prepared to receive Luke. The school applied for additional
funding to ensure that Luke could receive one-on-one support.
The ACFC hosted a preparation for school workshop, which
Luke and his mother attended.

At the start of 2015, Luke recommenced at the local primary
school. His mother reported that he was warmly welcomed into
the school environment and settled in well, and that she has
seen fantastic improvements in Luke’s ability to communicate
at home. She directly attributes these gains to the support
Luke received at the ACFC.

* not his real name
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