Getting into trouble for doing the right thing

Cindy Blackstock, First Nations Child
and Family Caring Society

Workshop presentation by Cindy Blackstock to the SNAICC National
Conference, 27 July 2010 Alice Springs. Cindy’s keynote speech can be
heard online at wwww.snaicc.asn.au/policy/conference

Cindy Blackstock, M.M., PhD is the Executive Director of First Nations
Child and Family Caring Society of Canada www.fncaringsociety.com
This national organisation seeks to promote, and support, First Nations
child and family service A member of the Gitksan Nation, she has worked
in the field of child and family services for over 20 years. Key interests
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SNAICC: Secretariat of National Aboriginal and Islander Child Care Inc.

www.fncaringsociety.com

Aboriginal Youth Organisation.

include exploring the over representation of Aboriginal children in child
welfare care, structural drivers of child maltreatment in First Nations
communities, and human rights and the role of the voluntary sector in
expanding the range of culturally and community based responses to child
maltreatment. Her current professional interests include serving as an
Atkinson Economic Justice Fellow, ].W. McConnell Family Foundation
Social Innovation Generation Fellow, and a board member of the National

Key steps to effective advocacy

1.Document the problem

2. Evidence based solutions

3.Ensure gov’t has resources

4. Launch planning for voluntary and involuntary advocacy
simultaneously

5.Mosquito Advocacy

Create the buzz: Infectious message

Facebook, web,
Twitter, print
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Watch a master:
Mario Coumo

https//www.americanrhetoric.com/s

peeches/mariocuomo1984dnc.htm

Send a message and refute counter
arguments

The national peak body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child and family services in Australia
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Reconciliation is...
Every child matters

Tobique First Nation, NB

Avoid the swat: multiple strategies

Engage Elders,
spiritual people  Get children and
and artists youth involved —

Access to
information

The swarm: Come with friends!
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friends to share with
their swarm!
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free child welfare resources

First Peoples Child and Family Review on line peer
review journal

Databases over 3200 annotated articles relevant to
Aboriginal child welfare

Research: i.e.: First Nations child welfare funding (Wen:de
reports, Canadian Incidence Study on Reported Child Abuse
and Neglect (CIS), FASD, communities in crisis)

Please support us by taking a membership so we
can continue to provide services cost free —
www.fincaringsociety.com

government

Ensure your
binding action
(court case etc) is
Keep to facts, be linked to swarm
reasonable and

be transparent

Use webalizer to track
government hits on
your website page
featuring the non
binding actiop

Other keys to success

Ensure all work reflects
indigenous values and
respect for all

Have a key champion who
is a good public speaker

Remember most
movements defeat
themselves — so be
disciplined

Grass roots are key!
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7 free ways to make a difference
at www.fncaringsociety.com




