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SNAICC News is the newsletter of the 

Secretariat of National Aboriginal and 

Islander Child Care Inc. It is published 

quarterly.

© SNAICC 2007. Copyright for images and 

text published is retained by SNAICC, 

unless specified otherwise.

Please seek permission from SNAICC 

before reproducing any information 

published here.

Disclaimer

While SNAICC makes an effort to 

ensure the information published in 

this newsletter is correct at the time 

of printing, readers should contact 

the relevant organisations for current 

information on events, conferences, 

services or publications.

The photographs in this publication 

are intended for illustrative purposes 

only. No inference is intended or implied 

that the children or adults depicted in 

the photographs are the subject of any 

issue(s) raised in this newsletter.

Contributions, feedback and suggestions 

to SNAICC News are welcome. Copy 

deadline for our January edition is  

15 November 2007.

For publication inquiries, contact:

Mark Lawrence, Publications Officer 

Email: publicatons@snaicc.asn.au 

Telephone: (03) 9489 8099

Subscribe to SNAICC

Any organisation, government 

department, service or individual may 

subscribe to and receive SNAICC News 
and other information and resources on 

Aboriginal and Torress Strait Islander 

children’s and families’ issues.

Fees (including GST):

Government departments   $100

Non-government organisations    $55

Individuals     $33

All subscriptions are paid annually, based 

on the financial year. Fee exemptions 

can be arranged for cash-strapped non-

government organisations.

Members and affiliate members 

receive the newsletter as part of their 

membership.

For subscription inquiries, contact:

Bethalia Tabuai at SNAICC 

Email: project4@snaicc.asn.au 

Telephone: (03) 9489 8099

PO Box 1445, Fitzroy North, Victoria 3068

www.snaicc.asn.au

l

Next edition (December-January) theme: Education and literacy

Do you have a case study, story, or perspective on initiatives in and priorities 
for improving education and literacy outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander pre-schoolers, children and young people? We would love to hear it!

Send us your story or perspective for the next edition of SNAICC News 
before 15 November 2007.

In 2007–08, each newsletter edition will have a theme, with a key article on the theme’s 
issues and a list of resources and services offering more information or support. We welcome 
readers’ contributions, suggestions and articles addressing the theme. The general themes are 
in relation to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and their families.

All contributions of announcements, articles, reviews or news to SNAICC’s quarterly 
newsletter should be sent to us no later than the deadlines listed below.

Edition  Copy Deadline Theme
January 2008 15 November Education and literacy   (released mid-December ’07)
April 2008 TBC  Health and nutrition

July 2008 edition  TBC  Focus on Torres Strait Islander communities

Each edition will generally be mailed out the first week of the month the edition is named for 
(except January’s, which goes out mid-December). 

Contact Mark at SNAICC for details: 
telephone (03) 9489 8099; email: publications@snaicc.asn.au
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Election 2007: SNAICC information and priorities for the federal 
elction –  www.snaicc.asn.au/news/election07.html

– Julian Pocock, SNAICC Executive Officer

EDITORIAL
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Members’ Forum
9.00 am – 3.00 pm

An opportunity for members to discuss issues and policy 
directions for SNAICC and services working with Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander children and families

Annual General Meeting
3.00 pm – 5.00 pm 

SNAICC AGM Dinner
6.30 pm onwards

AGM notification and papers have been sent directly to all 
members in the mail.

Only full and affiliate members who are financially current 
may attend the AGM. 

Only full members may vote at the AGM.

Service Visits
Members attending the AGM will have the opportunity to 

visit and learn from local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children’s services in the Perth area.

Further Information
If you wish to ensure you organisation’s membership is 

financial, or have inquiries about the AGM 
or the Members’ Forum, please contact 

Kim Werner, SNAICC’s Governance and Planning Manager, on 
tel: (03) 9489 8099 or email: project2@snaicc.asn.au
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Natalie Hunter (Karu AICCA), Veronica P. (RRACSSU), Margaret Orr and Irene Nungala (Waltja Tjutangku Palyapayi) 
and Roxanne Highbold (Regional and Remote Aboriginal Children and Services Support Unit) at the SNAICC National 
Executive meeting in August. Photo by Rosie Elliot © SNAICC 2007
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– Julian Pocock,
SNAICC Executive Officer 

NOW AVAILABLE 
“Remember Me”
Commemorating the 
Tenth Anniversary of 
the Bringing Them 

Home Report (2007)
ISBN: 978-1-921174-11-7

Published by SNAICC
Full colour, 46 pages
Free

SNAICC’s latest 
publication 
commemorates the 
tenth anniversary of 

Bringing Them Home, 
the report of the National Inquiry into the 
Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Children from their Families. 

The publication is a collection of essays 
by contributors sharing their reflections and 
recollections on the National Inquiry, how its 
report was received by the Australian public 

and government, and the continuing need for 
healing and a national apology to the Stolen 
Generations.

Contributors include former SNAICC 
Chairperson Brian Butler, Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice 
Commissioner Tom Calma, SNAICC 
Chairperson Muriel Bamblett, Professor 
Larissa Behrendt of University of Technology, 
Sydney (UTS), former SNAICC Executive 
Officer Nigel D’Souza, Professor Anna 
Haebich of Griffith University, former 
National Inquiry Secretary Jim Brooks, Rosie 
Baird of Karu Link-Up in Darwin, UTS 
law lecturer Terri Libesman, VACCA Policy 
Manager Peter Lewis, and SNAICC Executive 
Officer Julian Pocock.

It also includes excerpts from historical 
documents that chronical SNAICC’s work and 
perspective on the National Inquiry. 

A limited number is available, and can now 
be ordered online (free). Go to:

www.snaicc.asn.au/publications/

The 2007 National Aboriginal and Islander Children’s 
Day poster, bearing the theme ‘Raise Children Strong 
in Culture – pathways to healing and revival’ © SNAICC 
2007
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– Carmen Isherwood 
SNAICC Children’s Day Project Officer 

– Carmen Isherwood

l

Members of SNAICC’s National Executive, with some of the Conference Keynote Speakers, at the SNAICC 
National Conference Dinner in Adelaide last month. Back row, from left: Steve Larkins, Dawn Wallam, Sharron 
Williams, Geraldine Atkinson, Ray Burrows, Cindy Blackstock (Canada), Natalie Hunter, Lisa Coulson, former SNAICC 
Chairperson Brian Butler, and Terry Cross (USA). Bottom row, from left: Garry Matthews, Desley Thompson, Rose 
Bamblett, Muriel Bamblett, Debbie Bond and Tanya Ardler. Photo by Tatiana Doroshenko © SNAICC 2007
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Support Jordon’s Principle: First Nations 
Child and Family Welfare Society (Canada), 
‘Joint Declaration of Support for Jordon’s 
Principle’ – www.fncfcs.org/more/
jordansPrinciple.php

by Julie Higgins

Get Up Australia: ‘The First Act is Saying 
Sorry’ –  www.getup.org.au/campaign/
TheFirstActIsSayingSorry

SNAICC: ‘Key Commitments Political Parties 
Must Make to Support Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Children’ –  www.snaicc.asn.
au/news/KeyCommitments.html

by Julie Higgins, SNAICC Policy Manager
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– Cindy Blackstock

– Muriel Bamblett

– Chris Sara

– Terry Cross

– Muriel Bamblett

– Chelsea Yarrie

– Tom Calma

– Chris Sara

– Tom Calma

– Chris Sara

– Cindy Blackstock

– Muriel Bamblett

– Terry Cross

– Chelsea Yarrie

Some of the Keynote speakers at SNAICC’s 
Conference in Adelaide. From Top: Dr Chris Sarra, 
Director of Indigenous education Leadership Institute, QLD; 
Cindy Blackstock, Executive Director of First Nations Child 
and Family Caring Society, Canada; Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner Tom Calma; 
Chelsea Yarrie, a young Indigenous woman studying social 
work in Canberra; and Terry Cross, Executive Director of 
the National Indian Child Welfare Association, USA. Photos 
by Tatiana Doroshenko & Rosie Elliot  © SNAICC 2007
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At SNAICC’s National Conference. Top: performers 
from South Australian Aboriginal group Tal-kin-jeri 
Dancers performing on the morning of the last day. 
Bottom (from left): Keynote speakers Cindy Blackstock, 
Muriel Bamblett and Terry Cross. Photos by Tatiana 
Doroshenko © SNAICC 2007
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This is an edited extract of the Keynote 
Speech Muriel Bamblett presented at the last 
day of the SNAICC National Conference in 
Adelaide on Friday 21 September 2007.

KEYNOTE SPEECH

by Muriel Bamblett, AM
SNAICC Chairperson
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Muriel Bamblett, AM is the 
Chairperson of SNAICC and 
CEO of the Victorian Aboriginal 
Child Care Agency (VACCA). 

The full version of this 
speech will be available from SNAICC’s 
website in November.  
© Muriel Bamblett 2007
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AVAILABLE IN PRINT

State of Denial – The 
Neglect and Abuse of 
Indigenous Children 
in the Northern 
Territory (2003)

Researched and Written 
by Julian Pocock
Publisher: SNAICC

First published in 2003, 
this ground-breaking report analyses the 
systemic failure of the child protection 
system in the Northern Territory to meet the 
needs of Indigenous children and families. 
Includes interviews with key non-government 
agencies, statistical overview of the child 
protection system, discussion and reform 
proposals.

A limited number is available in print, 
and can be ordered online (free). Go to: 
www.snaicc.asn.au/publications/

NEW – NOW AVAILABLE 

Promising practices in out-of-home 
care for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander carers, children and young 
people: profiling promising programs 
(2007)

By Jenny Higgins and Nikki Butler
Publisher: Australian Institute of Family 
Studies
4 booklets, PDFs for download online
Free

These booklets profile what works well for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children 
in out-of-home care, and promotes strategies 
to help organisations overcome barriers to 
delivering services to them.

These are the product of a project 
conducted as a collaboration between the 
National Child Protection Clearinghouse and 
the SNAICC Resource Service, commissioned 
by the Department of Families, Community 
Services and Indigenous Affairs on behalf 
of the Australian Council of Children and 
Parenting.

The series of booklets discussing the 
project’s findings is available for download 
from the SNAICC website:
Booklet 1: Characteristics of promising 

Indigenous out-of-home care programs 
and services

Booklet 2: Assessing, training and recruiting 
Indigenous carers 

Booklet 3: Comprehensive support for 
Indigenous carers and young people 

Booklet 4: Indigenous responses to child 
protection issues 

For electronic download, go to: 
www.snaicc.asn.au/publications/

“Remember Me” – Commemorating 
the Tenth Anniversary of the Bringing 

Them Home Report (2007)
ISBN: 978-1-921174-11-7
SNAICC’s new publication to commemorate 
the tenth anniversary of Bringing Them Home. 

Order online (free) from SNAICC’s website. 
For details, see page 5 of this newsletter.

COMING SOON 

Connecting 
Communities – The 
National Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait 
Islander Children’s 
Services Directory

Publisher: SNAICC
Cost: $35 including 
GST and postage and 
handling

A comprehensive print directory of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander child and family 
services across Australia, based on SNAICC’s 
online Services Directory. It is a joint project 
of Infoxchange Australia and SNAICC. 

Available to order from SNAICC at the 
end of this year.

Through Young Black 
Eyes – 2007 edition
Updated editions of the 

Handbook and related 
resources, including the 
community leaders’ guide 
and community leaflet, 
will be available soon.

Publisher: SNAICC
Cost: $25 (Handbook) incl. GST, postage 
and handling

Available to order from SNAICC at the 
end of this year.

SNAICC Publications 

and Resources

To order or download SNAICC 
publications, go to:
www.snaicc.asn.au/publications


