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Becoming a Nation – the Spirit of ’67
by Muriel Bamblett 

We are still waiting for our hopes of 1967 to 
be fulfi lled, says Muriel Bamblett, SNAICC 
Chairperson and CEO of VACCA.
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SNAICC News is the newsletter of the 

Secretariat of National Aboriginal and 

Islander Child Care Inc. It is published 

quarterly.

© SNAICC 2007. Copyright for images and 

text published is retained by SNAICC, 

unless specifi ed otherwise.

Please seek permission from SNAICC 

before reproducing any information 

published here.

Disclaimer
While SNAICC makes an effort to 

ensure the information published in 

this newsletter is correct at the time 

of printing, readers should contact 

the relevant organisations for current 

information on events, conferences, 

services or publications.

The photographs in this publication 

are intended for illustrative purposes 

only. No inference is intended or implied 

that the children or adults depicted in 

the photographs are the subject of any 

issue(s) raised in this newsletter.

Contributions, feedback and suggestions 

to SNAICC News are welcome. Copy 

deadline for our July edition is 28 May 
2007.

For publication inquiries, contact:
Mark Lawrence, Publications Offi cer

Email: publicatons@snaicc.asn.au

Telephone: (03) 9489 8099

Subscribe to SNAICC News
Any organisation, government 

department, service or individual may 

subscribe to SNAICC News and receive 

other information on Aboriginal and 

Torress Strait Islander children’s and 

families’ issues. The subcription fee for 

the newsletter is voluntary.

Fees (including GST):
Government departments   $100

Non-government organisations    $55

Individuals     $33

All subscriptions are paid annually, based 

on the fi nancial year.

Members and affi liate members 

receive the newsletter as part of their 

membership.

For subscription inquiries, contact:
Angelique Davis

Email: admin@snaicc.asn.au

Telephone: (03) 9489 8099

SNAICC, PO Box 1445, Fitzroy North, 

Victoria 3068

www.snaicc.asn.au

In 2007–08, each newsletter edition will have a theme, with a key article on the theme’s 
issues and a list of resources and services offering more information or support. We welcome 
readers’ contributions, suggestions and articles addressing the theme. The general themes are 
in relation to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and their families.

All contributions of announcements, articles, reviews or news to SNAICC’s quarterly 
newsletter should be sent to us no later than the deadlines listed below.

Edition  Copy Deadline Theme
July 2007  28 May  Pre-federal election – focus on policy priorities 
October 2007 27 August Education and literacy
January 2008 5 November Health and nutrition
April 2008 TBC  Focus on Torres Strait Islander communities

Each edition will generally be mailed out the fi rst week of the month the edition is named for 
(except January’s, which goes out mid-December). Contact Mark at SNAICC for details: 

telephone (03) 9489 8099; email: publications@snaicc.asn.au
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Sponsorship opportunities

Confirmed speakers

Tania Major

Tom Calma

Cindy Blackstock
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SNAICC Briefing Paper: Key Commitments 
Political Parties Must Make to Support 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Children and Families (October 2006)
http://www.snaicc.asn.au/news/
KeyCommitments.html

The Federal Opposition spokesperson for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, Ms Jenny Macklin 
(left), met with the SNAICC National Executive at its February meeting in Melbourne. In the picture with her are (from 
left) SNAICC Chair Muriel Bamblett, Ryan Batchelor (adviser from Ms Macklin’s office), SNAICC Deputy Chair (Child 

Welfare) Garry Mathews, and Lisa Coulson of the Tasmanian Aboriginal Child Care Association. 
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www.snaicc.asn.aunews/briefing-papers.
html

www.snaicc.asn.au/news/briefing-papers.
html

– Julian Pocock,  
SNAICC Executive Officer

The theme for National Aboriginal and 
Islander Children’s Day this year will be: 

‘Raise Children Strong in Culture: 
pathways to healing and revival’’.

A central part of SNAICC’s advocacy has 
always been the importance of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children being 
raised in their culture. For an Aboriginal 
or Torres Strait Islander child, culture is a 
source of strength, resilience, happiness, 
identity and confidence. For some 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children 
in particular, such as those that are being 
raised away from their families, access 
to their culture is critical as it provides a 
pathway to healing and revival.

SNAICC encourages everyone with 
some role in raising Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children to raise them 
strong in their Indigenous culture. Parents, 
grandparents, uncles, aunties, cousins and 
kin should talk to their children about the 
importance of culture, show pride in your 
identity and encourage kids to do the same. 

Foster parents, carers and services 
working with our kids should talk up culture 
and encourage children to feel proud of 
their Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
heritage. Strengthening our children’s 
confidence and cultural identity is also 
the best way to heal our communities and 
revive our cultural practices.

We look forward to celebrating 
Children’s day every year as one day that we 
can focus all our attention to showcase the 
excellent achievements of our Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children. As always 
NAICD is 4 August, although this year 
the date falls on a Saturday. Therefore, if 
services aren’t usually open on a Saturday, 
they can celebrate NAICD on a day that is 
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QUEENSLAND IPSU

NEW SOUTH WALES IPSU

ACT

WESTERN AUSTRALIA IPSU

SOUTH AUSTRALIA IPSU

NORTHERN TERRITORY (North) 
and NORTHERN TERRITORY (South) 
IPSU

VICTORIA

TASMANIA
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By Michele Moloney
SRS Project Offi cer

Alison Overeem, Children’s Services Coordinator at 
Aboriginal Children’s Centre, holding Bazza the puppet, 
surrounded by children at the Centre. 
This photograph is intended for illustrative purposes 

only. No inference is intended or implied that the children 
depicted in the photograph are the subject of any issue 
raised in the article.

Muriel Bamblett is CEO of 
the Victorian Aboriginal Child 
Care Agency (VACCA) and 
Chairperson of SNAICC. This is 
an edited extract of a speech she 
delivered at a forum on the 1967 referendum, 
held to mark the re-opening of the Fitzroy Town 
Hall in Fitzroy, Victorian. It was also published 
as an Opinion piece in The Age, 23 March 
2007. Republished with permission from Ms 
Bamblett. © Muriel Bamblett 2007

Becoming a Nation – the Spirit of ‘67
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Painting by Sarah Hazel Pickering, Tyalla Primary School 
Coffs Harbour, New South Wales, for SNAICC’s 2006 
Children’s Day children’s artwork initiative. See it online at 
www.snaicc.asn.au/children/artgallery.html 
© SNAICC 2006
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Above: Closing activity for the women at Day 1 of the Child Rearing Workshop. Below: Closing activity for the men at 
Day 1. © SNAICC 2006
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– Veronica Johns, SRS Programme Manager

Above: Yungirringa, from Yalu Marngithinyaraw Nurturing Centre, was the opening speaker on cultural protocols at the 
Child Rearing Workshop. Below: some workshop participants. © SNAICC 2006

convenient to them during that week.
This year, we will produce an activity 

kit similar to last year’s that will include 
some of the activities from last year’s kit as 
well as tip sheets, links to popular children’s 
websites and radio programs, some new 
activities, a SNAICC leaflet and stickers.

We will be encouraging child care 
centres, schools and preschools to arrange 
for their children to create artwork for 
NAICD. This artwork will then be displayed 
at SNAICC’s National Conference in 
Adelaide from 19 to 21 September.

This year’s poster will use a combination 
of artwork and positive images of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children – they 
show our children proud, happy and 
confident about who they are – children 
from the oldest living cultures on earth.

This year is also the first year that we 
have contacted the education departments 
in all states and territories to encourage 
their involvement in NAICD. This inititive 
is not a new idea but a natural progression 
to the growth and success of NAICD. 
The day is one that the SNAICC National 
Executive believes should be embraced by 
all Australians.

For information about NAICD, please 
contact Carmen Isherwood: carmen@snaicc.
asn.au or Julie Higins: julie@snaicc.asn.au, 
or telephone us on (03) 9489 8099. 

– Carmen Isherwood, SNAICC Children’s 
Day Coordinator

SNAICC member Yorganop Aboriginal 
Child Care, of Perth, WA, would like 
to know if other SNAICC members 
and subscribers have extra copies of 
the National Aboriginal and Islander 
Children’s Day posters from 1988, 1989, 
1990, 1991, 1992 and 1993.

The posters from these years are 
missing from their collection of NAICD 
posters, and they are happy to exchange 
extra copies of their posters for those 
missing from their current collection.

Please contact Kathleen Pinkerton 
at Yorganop if you have extra copies to 
share or exchange: 

telephone (08) 9321 9090
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21 March – Harmony Day – 
International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination
This date coincides with United Nations 
International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination and began to 
be commemorated in 1999 as a day to 
encourage tolerance and understanding 
between Australians of all races and cultural 
backgrounds.

25 April – Anzac Day
Many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people risked their lives for their home 
countries and the land now called Australia. 
They are the forgotten heroes of our 
people and on this day we should pause to 
remember them.

15 May – International Day of Families
Declared by the United Nations to promote 
awareness of issues relating to families and to 
promote appropriate action.

13–19 May – National Families Week

An initiative of Families Australia. You can 
find out more about National Families Week 
and register your event through their website: 

www.familiesaustralia.org.au/familiesweek/
index.htm

26 May – Sorry Day
This day marks the anniversary of the 1997 
tabling of the Human Rights and Equal 
Opportunity Commission’s Bringing Them 
Home Report. Hundreds of thousands of 
Australians participated in the first National 
Sorry Day in 1998. Every year since there 
have been gatherings and activities across the 
country, including bridge walks, barbeques 
and concerts. 

This year is the tenth anniversary of the 
report’s release. SNAICC will commemorate 
this signficant anniversary through various 
activities and publications. A National Sorry 
Day Committee has a website with an events 
calendar at:

www.journeyofhealing.com/

27 May – Anniversary of the 1967 
Referendum
This year will mark the 60th annivesary of the 
1967 referendum to recognise full citizenship 
rights for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people, including to be counted “as 
citizens in the national census.… This event 
is often referred to as the first stage of the 

reconciliation movement in Australia”.* 
Reconciliation Australia has an online 

calendar of events marking the anniversary:
www.reconciliation.org.au/events

* Reconciliation Australia’s website

27 May–3 June – National 
Reconciliation Week

The week began as the Week of Prayer for 
Reconciliation (1993) and was organised by 
the Faith Communities for Reconciliation 
and has now grown into the National 
Reconciliation Week. The week starts off on 
the 27 of May, which was chosen because it 
is the anniversary of the 1967 referendum, 
and ends with ‘Mabo Day’ on 3 June.  

Reconciliation Australia has a website 
with an online calendar of activities and 
events across the country:

www.reconciliation.org.au/events

3 June – Mabo Day
This day commemorates the anniversary of 
the 1992 High Court decision in the case 
brought by Eddie Mabo and others that 
recognised the existence in Australia of native 
title rights. On the 10th anniversary of this 
day in 2002 there were many calls for the 
day to become a public holiday, an official 
National Mabo Day.

1 July – Coming of the Light Festival
The Torres Strait Islanders faced significant 
historical, cultural and social change when 
Reverend Samuel MacFarlane of the London 
Missionary Society brought Christianity to the 
Torres Strait on 1 July 1871. 

This is referred to by the Islanders as 
the ‘Coming of the Light’ and is celebrated 
annually on 1 July by all Torres Strait Islander 
communities throughout the Torres Strait and 
mainland Australia

First full week of July – NAIDOC Week

NAIDOC week commences on the first 
Sunday in July and is a way to celebrate 
the survival of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people and the continuation 
of culture, as well as demonstrate the 
contribution that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people have made to our nation. 

This year sees the celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of NAIDOC, and anniversary 
commemorations are being planned across 

the country. The history of NAIDOC is 
available online at the National NAIDOC 
website: 

www.naidoc.org.au/history/

4 August – National Aboriginal and 
Islander Children’s Day (NAICD)

A SNAICC initiative, this day was first 
observed in 1988 and each year has a special 
theme. Every year, SNAICC produces a poster 
featuring the year’s theme to celebrate the 
Day. The aim of NAICD is to demonstrate 
how important children are to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
organisations, and others concerned with 
supporting the interests of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children, are encourage 
to organise events and activities that celebrate 
and feature Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children. Details are available on the 
SNAICC website:

www.snaicc.asn.au/children/

3–7 August – 9th Garma Festival
Held at Gulkula, North East Arnhem Land, 
NT, the festival is a celebration of cultural 
traditions and practices – dance, song, music, 
and art – and a venue for a leading key forum 
on Indigenous issues. This year’s Key Forum 
theme is ‘Indigenous Health: Real Solutions 
for a chronic problem’. Presented by the 
Yothu Yindi Foundation. Details are on the 
festival website:

www.garma.telstra.com/

9 August – International Day of the 
World’s Indigenous People
This day was designated by the United 
Nations General Assembly in 1994 to 
be observed each year throughout the 
International Decade of the World’s 
Indigenous People (1995–2004). This day 
is an opportunity for intergovernmental 
and non-governmental groups to work with 
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indigenous people and others to organise 
activities that contribute to a greater 
appreciation of indigenous history, culture, 
languages, rights and aspirations. 

2–8 September – National Child 
Protection Week
An initiative of the National Association 
for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect 
(NAPCAN), this week highlights how we 
can keep our children safe from abuse and 
neglect. Details are on the NAPCAN website:

www.napcan.org.au

19–21 September – SNAICC National 
Conference: ‘Ngadluko Ngartunnaitya 
– For Our Children’ 
SNAICC is holding a two and a half day 
National Conference in Adelaide for service 
providers, policy makers, researchers and 
others focussed on the needs of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children and 
families. The focus is on practical approaches 
to working with children, families and 
communities from Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander backgrounds. More information is on 
SNAICC’s website:

www.snaicc.asn.au/news/
NationalConference2007.html

20 November – Universal Children’s 
Day
The date marks the day on which the United 
Nations General Assembly adopted the 
Declaration of the Rights of the Child in 
1959, and the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child in 1989. The day is recommended 
as a way to mark the ideals and objectives 

of the Charter and focus on the welfare of 
the children of the world. More information 
is available on the related United Nations 
website:

www.un.org/depts/dhl/children_day/

November 25 – International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women.
Focuses attention on the persistence of 
violence against women globally, with 
campaigns across the world to eliminate 
violence against women. These involve 
women’s organisations, domestic violence 
services and human rights organisations. 
The day is also an opportunity for men to 
demonstrate their opposition to violence 
against women. 

For more information go to the website, 
‘Not a minute more’:

www.unifem.org/campaigns/november25/
index.php 

25 November–10 December – 16 Days 
of Activism Against Gender Violence
Incorporating 25 November, this campaign 
initiative is an organising strategy by 
individuals and groups around the world 
to eliminate of all forms of violence 
against women. More information is on the 
international 16 Days Campaign website:

www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/16days/home.html

10 December – International Human 
Rights Day 
Celebrates the proclamation of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, and provides 
an opportunity to acknowledge where and 
how human rights abuses continue across the 
globe and to reflect on international efforts 
to advance and protect human rights. More 
details are on the United Nations website on 
the Declaration:

www.un.org/Overview/rights.html

Compiled by Mark Lawrence 
Drawn from various sources, including from 
material provided by Prue Stewart, Ministerial 
Adviser in the Office of the Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs and Community Services 
(Victoria), and from SNAICC’s upcoming 
Foster Carers’ Resource booklet edited by 
former SNAICC Project Officer Moira Ross-
Rayner. 
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Left: A storyteller and peformer take kids at Coolabaroo 
Neighbourhood Centre MACS through a cultural activity 
for the Centre’s NAICD celebrations for 2006.
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– Mark Lawrence, SNAICC Publications Officer
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